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Emilia-Romagna, Italy

These days, it seems like the word "overtourism” was specifically coined for Italy. But
Emilia-Romagna remains the country’s uncrowded, way-underrated region.
Underrated, that is, by evervbody but foodies, The salumi, cheeses, handmade pastas,
and meat sauces produced here are among the finest offerings of this food-proud
nation. Legs of prosciutto and fat wheels of Parmigiano cheese line the shopping
streets of Romanesque Parma, while noble Modena lays claim to balsamic vinegar,
opera stars, fast cars, and Massimo Bottura—quite possibly the world's most
celebrated chef. In Bologna, home of Europe’s oldest university, students and yvoung

professionals partake in Italy’s best aperitivo scene under elegant porticos.

While the region may lack the blockbuster sights of Rome, Florence, and Venice,
Emilia-Romagna gives travelers the chance to see Lamborghinis roll off the assembly
line, visit a museum dedicated to one specific cut of cured pork (culatello), sip
sparkling red Lambrusco at a winery, and take in a performance at a historic opera
house—all in one day. If that sounds too ambitious, do as the Emilia-Romagnans do
and take vour time, savoring the one-of-a-kind food, wine, and cultural offerings of
Italy's breadbasket. —Elizabeth Heath

Pictured: Salumeria Simoni gourmet food store in Bologna



